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SUBJECT: COSTA RICAN REACTION TO BORGONOVO'S DEATH: GOES SCORED 

BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED 

1. THE DEATH OP SALVADORAN FOREIGN MINISTER MAURICIO 
BORGONOVO HAS BEEN CONDEMNED BY COSTA RICANS OP ALL 
POLITICAL STRIPES. IN A STATEMENT RELEASED MAY 11, 

POREIGN MINISTER PACIO CALLED THE ASSASSINATION OP 
BORGONOVO STUPID AND UNNECESSARY. BORGONOVO, HE ADDED, 

WAS A BRAVE AND HONORABLE PUBLIC SERVANT WHO WAS INNOCENT 
OP THE CHARGES HIS SLAYERS LEVELED AGAINST THE GOES. 

NOTING HIS KIDNAPPERS USED THE NAME OP PARABUNDO MARTI, 

HE REGRETTED THAT THEY DID NOT POLLOW HIS FOOTSTEPS AS 
MARTI WOULD NOT HAVE MURDERED AN INNOCENT MAN. PACIO 
CONCLUDED BY DECLARING "COSTA RICA IS PAINED BY MAURICIO 
BORGONOVO'S DEATH. THE GOVERNMENT IS, A ENLAPHPECIALLY 
AM, AS HE WAS MY FRIEND. OUR CONDOLENCES ARE EXTENDED 
TO THE PAMILY OP OUR DECEASED COLLEAGUE AND SIMILARLY 
TO THE ENTIRE SALVADORAN NATION WHICH HAS LOST ONE OF 
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ITS BEST MEN." PRO-GOVERNMENT EXCELSIOR PUBLISHED 
PACIO’S SIGNED STATEMENT IN ITS EDITORIAL SPACE. 

2. THE SENTIMENT EXPRESSED BY FACIO IS SHARED BY 

MANY COSTA RICANS-SYMPATHY POR THE PAMILY AND SALVADORAN 
PEOPLE BUT NOT THE GOES. MANY COSTA RICANS BLAME THE 
GOES, ALONG WITH THE GUERRILLAS, POR BORGONOVO'S DEATH 
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AND HAVE COMBINED THEIR EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE WITH 
CONDEMNATION OF THE MOLINA ADMINISTRATION. PLN DEPUTY 
ADELINA ZONTA SANCHEZ SUMMED UP THE REACTION, WHEN SHE 
DECLARED: "ONE DOES NOT KNOW WHO SHOULD BE CASTIGATED 
MORE...THE GOVERNMENT OR THE GUERRILLA MOVEMENT." 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

3. COMMENT: FACIO POINTED OUT TO CHARGE MAY 12 THAT 
HIS STATEMENT OF CONDOLENCE WAS ADDRESSED TO FAMILY AND 
TO SALVADORAN NATION, AND NON-INCLUSION OF REFERENCE TO 
GOES WAS INTENTIONAL. FACIO AND GOCR BELIEVE, QUITE 
STRONGLY, THAT MOLINA GOVERNMENT DID NOT DO ALL THAT 
IT COULD HAVE TO SAVE BORGONOVO'S LIFE. 

KILDAY 
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